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As we draw close to God, we have to become like Him.

· Hebrews 12: 18 says that God is a consuming fire.  To become “like Him” requires that we become a flame or consuming fire.

· Hebrews 1:7 says, “And of the angels He says: Who makes His angels spirits and His ministers a flame of fire.

· In Matthew 3:11 John the Baptist is recorded as saying: “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

· Finally, in Luke 12:49 Jesus says, “I came to send fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!  But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how distressed I am till it is accomplished.”


So, to be “like God”, we must be baptized or immersed in fire, just as we are immersed in water when we are baptized after repentance.
The purpose of the fire is to purify your spirit and remove fleshly desires, carnal appetites, worldly behaviors, demonic influences and any other thing that is contrary to God’s character.

Malachi 3:1 – 3
When gold, silver and precious stones are put in hot fires (+2212°), they become more pure.  The question is not, “Will we go through the fire, the question is, “What effect will the fire have on us?”

Ezekiel 24:1 – 6
The initial effect of the fire will bring the impurities to the top like scum in a pot, to reveal them.  What will you do when you see fleshly scum?  (bitterness, evil behavior, cursing, etc.)  You should skim the scum off of the top and keep boiling the meat until it is tender.

But too many times we allow ourselves to hate the fire, rather than embrace it.  Instead of staying in the pot until we are tender, we jump out, full of bitterness, evil behaviors & cursing – or scum.

Genesis 26:1 – 19
Vs 1
It was a time of recession.  God uses these times to re-invent or re-engineer His people.

Vs 12
Isaac sowed and reaped the same year 100 fold.


The Phillistines envied him and he became a threat to them because he was a prosperous man.


They began to draw to him like bugs and gnats to a light, to torment him.  When you start 

prospering, people will hate you for no reason.

Vs 17
Isaac dug the wells that Abraham originally dug in the Valley of Gerar.

Vs 19
Well of Esek  (Hebrew: strife; contention; oppression)

Well of Sitnah (accusation; hated, contention, hostility, to lie in wait; to be an adversary)


Well of Rehoboth (Hebrew: streets; wide; wide streets; wide spaces; roominess)
There will be a lot of people that will want to use your favor, your talents and your blessings, but they will try to crowd the gift that God has placed in your life.  When they crowd and finally take over your blessing, walk away by faith, and go dig you another well.  !
I want to go back to the question that I started asking a few weeks ago, “How do you behave in the fire?”  When the herdsmen of Esek overtook his well, he didn’t fight about it.  He did not give up; he did not backslide.  He just dug another well.
Isaac knew he had heard God’s voice.  He did not let man’s envy for his favor and prosperity in God detour him.

· He did not let the quarrels with others stop him.

· He did not get in the flesh, he walked away and kept digging wells until the blessing and favor of God made room for his blessing in Rehoboth.  When there was room for his blessing, he pitched his tent and set up camp!
God may have sent you by that way to dig that well for people who were not able or smart enough to dig it for themselves.  Don’t argue and strive with them, just go dig another well, and when they strive with you over that blessing, let them have it.  Do not get discouraged, just keep on digging and God will make room for your gift.  He will put you in a place where they will not argue and strive with you any more.
When your light shines and the favor of God is upon you, it will always attract bugs.  But keep on shining.

· Stay in the pot.

· Keep cooking for Jesus!  You are about to get tender

· If God be for you who can be against you?

How much favor are you looking for?  How tender do you want to be before the Lord?  How blessed do you want to be?  What I have in my life is from the Lord.  The world didn’t give it to me, and the world can’t take it away.

