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Trial Run (Part 2)
July 12, 2009
Genesis 39:20 – 23
Last week we began to look at the life of Joseph.  He started out by being favored of his father, hated by his brothers, sold into slavery, ended up in Egypt in Potiphar’s house, an officer of Pharoah, falsely accused of rape by Potiphar’s wife.
Now Joseph is in prison.  He is not having dreams, but interpreting them.  His gift has progressed and he is showing signs of maturing.  Even under the intense duress of the prison setting Joseph have honor and glory to God for the gifts and talents in his life.  
Joseph had two major trial runs that lasted over a period of 30years:

The first trial run took him from the comfort of his father’s house into slavery.  At his father’s house he was pampered, spoiled, high maintenance and probably arrogant.  This period of his life lasted for 16 or 17 years.

The second trial run took him from Potiphar’s house to prison.  At Potiphar’s house he could have been arrogant and immature.  He was about 18 years old when he first went to Potiphar’s house.  

I want to go back and touch on how Joseph gave honor and glory to God, even in the midst of great trials in his life.  When you do your best, and things don’t go well for you, how do you respond?  On last week I left you with the scripture, “If you faint in the day of adversity your faith is small.” (Proverbs 24:10)

When God allows adversity in your life it is to reveal your weaknesses, and gaps in your spiritual foundation.  Tomorrow’s trials will always be longer and harder than the trials of today because they are designed to test you on a new level.
We talk about going to another level, and receiving blessings of the Lord that are greater in measure.  BUT you cannot go to another level until you master the one in which you are living. It is the building block for the next level.  If you try to climb higher without strengthening the weak areas, the foundation will crumble underneath you at the next level, and your fall will be great.

You have to do more than survive.  You cannot get through the next level by using drinking, drugging, and sexual escapades to numb you until you are done.  

· You have to feel every lust of the flesh and overcome it in victory.  

· You have to be able to live it regardless of the present situation 

· You have to envision the victory, even when victory is not the order of the day, and know beyond a shadow of a doubt that you will possess the victory of your vision if you faint not.
Joseph did not faint.  

When his brother’s hated him.

In the pit.

As a slave.

As he prospered in Potiphar’s house.

When he was falsely accused.

When he was put in prison
Genesis 40:1 – 8
And Joseph interpreted the dream for the butler and the dream for the baker.

Joseph could have tried to bargain with God, “Get me out of here and I will give these guys the interpretation to their dreams.”  But he did not.  He allowed his gift to flow, even though IT DID NOT IMPROVE HIS PERSONAL SITUATION.

Genesis 41:1 – 13

Two full years after the butler and baker were released from prison, Pharoah hadf a dream, and the chief butler remembered Joseph. 

Think for a moment about those two MORE years that Joseph spent in the prison.  He could have:

· Taken on the personality of the prison wards;

· Become bitter and mean and angry with God.

· Allowed himself to get depressed by sinking down in his cell and giving up.

But, he kept himself fit for the master’s duty.

Approximately 14 years aftger he was sold into slavery, at the age of 30, Joseph stood before Pharoah, ruler of Egypt.  He was a mature, confident man.  HE WAS READY!!

Genesis 41:14
“Then Pharoah sent and called Joseph and they brought him hastily out of the dungeon: and he shaved himself, and changed his raiment, and came in unto Pharoah.”  He had to take off the robe of affliction and change his clothes because he was moving to a higher level.  Hastily, SUDDENLY, in a moment his circumstances changed.

When the trial run is over, you will be immediately and suddenly repositioned in the King’s House.

So, if the situation that you thought represented the blessing of God falls apart or doesn’t work out, don’t get bitter – it is a tiral run, preparing you for the real thing.  If you thought that was a good situation, hold on to your seat!

You may be trying to purl your blessings out of Potiphar’s treasury, which is limited.  He doesn’t have the resources needed for the level of blessing that God intends to pour out on you.

God intends to give you access to the King’s Treasury.  Potiphar may have had some wonderful fields and wells of water for Joseph to command, but the King gave him access to the entire kingdom.







