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Trial Run (Part 4)
July 26, 2009
Genesis 39:7 – 23
We have been exploring the real-life situations used by God to develop us as Christians.  There is a divine purpose for the trials that you are facing right now.  God is preparing you for a higher level of service to the Kingdom of God.  

In order for you to succeed at the next level, you must be stretched and tried in every aspect of your 
· character 
· personality 
· integrity

· knowledge of God’s Word 
· and determination to adhere to biblical teaching

It is amazing the things that we will allow to stop us, or throw us in the pit for a class of development.  For several years before Pastor Chuck took the position, I knew who was suppose to be our Youth Pastor, but they did not want to come to Deliverance Tabernacle because the guidelines in a deliverance ministry were too intense for them.  They have tried all kinds of ministry, but today, are not ministering.  
I could give you repeated examples of people who stepped away from the highest level of calling in their ministry because they failed to endure the trial and pass the test.

To make the proper decisions, don’t base your answers and responses on, “What do I want to do.”  Base them on, “What does God want me to do.”  Most of the time, these answers will be different.”  
Every person has the ability to achieve the highest level of success in their service to God.  The quest to get to that highest designation in your call can be comparable to the training that Joseph had to endure.  Let’s look again at the main characters in his quest:
There were two trial runs that included:

· His father

· Potiphar

· Someone who nourished his ministry into a mature state (the baker)

· Someone who opened the door for his repositioning before the king (the butler)

· A counterfeit – in Joseph’s training the counterfeit was Potiphar’s wife
Hebrew 6:1 - 8
A trial run is designed by God to give you a taste of what God has in store for you.  The purpose of a taste is to make you want more.  

So let’s break it down here.  In Potiphar’s house, Joseph had everything at his disposal.  He was an exalted slave – but at that moment, HE WAS STILL A SLAVE.  Through his position God gave him a taste of the position that was his highest calling.  That was the position before the king.
While at Potiphar’s house he lived at the higher position.  But, when the counterfeit came along, she used her lies and devisiveness to get rid of Joseph because HE WOULD NOT DO WHAT SHE WANTED HIM TO DO.  But Joseph kept his integrity under pressure. Even though he passed the test of integrity, he ended up in prison. The reason he ended up in prison is because his true position at that time,  was that of a slave.

So, he had to go to the point that he was truly living, and work his way into that higher glory by partaking of those heavenly things, and striving to live at the level in which he had only tasted.
Look closely at Hebrews 6:8: “But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burned.”  There may be an opportunity for you to redeem your position, if you bear spiritual thorns and briers during your trial run. It is dependent on the time frame involved.  If there is not an opportunity for you to redeem yourself, due to timing, you may miss the opportunity to live in the divine position and highly favored call in which you have only tasted.  Your spirit will always crave to live in that higher level.
The counterfeit of your trial run is important because they will challenge you to the core of your being.  Always remember that God is working on you today to fill the position that He has for you tomorrow.  He will not let the devil do anything to you that he does not intend to use for YOUR GOOD.

It is important for you to hold on to this standard:  Do not engage in other people’s BAD BEHAVIOR.  That will mean something different to every person.  It will mean something different at every stage of your spiritual development.  Joseph’s story would have ended badly if he would have engaged Potiphar’s wife, and had an affair with her.  He may have ended up with his head chopped off, or hanging from a noose.  But he refused to engage in her bad behavior, even though it meant a prison sentence.
Joseph had to live in prison as though he was still at Potiphar’s house.  His ability to live above his circumstances caused him to be noticed.

Psalms 27:2
When the wicked, even my enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell.”







