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From Shame to Glory and Honor
August 9, 2009
Genesis 41:39 – 46
In our  study of Joseph’s life we have seen him come a long way.  As we closed the message out last week, Joseph had been taken out of prison and given the opportunity to wash, shave and put on clean clothes.

As he stood before the King, his life was dependent on how well he was able to allow the Spirit of God use him through the gifts God had poured into his life.  This was the culminating moment of every trial run in his life.  Did he learn the lessons and polish the gifts to a state of maturity that would move him from shame to glory?  Or, from shame to death?  

Notice that as he stands before the King he has clean clothes, and he has bathed and shaved, but he is given no ornaments or jewels.  This is the moment that Joseph must prove his gift.    From the story, we know that he was able to interpret the King’s dreams, and the King received the interpretation.  Joseph’s presentation was humble and well presented.  
The King rewarded Joseph by giving him another change of clothes, but this time there were ornaments and jewels.  
Joseph moved from shame to glory

From the dungeon to the King’s house.

From being a slave in shackles, to the second position in the Kingdom.

God rewarded Joseph for keeping his integrity, rather than sleeping with Potiphar’s wife.  Joseph was given the signet ring, which gave him authority.

He was given a golden chain, indicative of wisdom.

And he was clothed in fine linen, which represents the righteousness of the Saints.

All of these set the stage for his rise to the position in which God had ordained for him.  Let’s look at verse 40 again:

Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled; only in the throne will I be greater than you.”

As Joseph is being prepped for the next level, the final element that he will be given to position him for his greatest task is his power.

Joseph’s position and power came from the King’s throne.  In all of Egypt there was only one who was greater than Joseph, and that was the king.  And Joseph’s power came from the King’s throne – Joseph had no throne of his own.

This is an important parallel to you as a Christian.  Revelation 3:20 – 21 says, “
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him and he with me.  

To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with me on my throne as I also overcame and sat down with my Father on His throne.”

Jesus Christ shares the throne of Almighty God, just like Joseph shared the throne of Pharoah.

Joseph ruled Pharoah’s kingdom, and according to his word the people of the kingdom were ruled, just as Christ rules the Kingdom of God according to His word, and “His word is forever settled in heaven

The Lord derives his power from the throne of His Father, but He has a throne of His own, from which power and authority flow.  He has given this power and authority to him who overcomes.

On His Father’s throne he sits as the “Rejected Man, and the Rejected Jew.
”  But His throne fulfills the covenant that was made with David – His throne is at Jerusalem.

Even as Joseph endured the shame of being falsely accused and imprisoned, so Christ endured the shame of the cross.  Hebrews 12:2 says, “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

The final change came when Pahroah changed Joseph’s name to Zaphnath-paaneah.  According to the Egyptian meaning, the Saviour of the world.

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him the Name which is above every name…………Jesus.  Just as the angel promised, “Thou shalt call His name Jesus: fr He shall save His people from their sins (Matthew 1:21).  

But salvation could not come until He had borne those sins in His own body, and offered a sacrifice in His own blood. Overcame Satan, and sat down at the right hand of God
And therefore did God Himself then give to His beloved Son the Name which is above every name, even the Name of Jesus.  And at his name, every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord – just as Joseph’s name was spoken before his chariot, and every knee had to bow.

And we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor.”  Hebrews 2:9

It took 30 years for Joseph to acquire his position and polish his gifts, but it set the stage for the rest of his life to be crowned with glory and honor.
The Lord wants your end to be prosperous.  He wants you filled with His glory and honor to give you the power to take Kingdom authority.  If you don’t know the Saviour today, and don’t have a clue about how you can turn your life around, Let me introduce you to Jesus.
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